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It is the first weekend in February and I have already embarrassingly missed writing a newsletter for January. 
You have often been very encouraging telling us how you enjoy reading the newsletter and how it helps you to 
pray more specifically. You have been faithful in praying for the 
mission work and for us though a lot of time passes in silence. I am 
thankful that Eugene Stipe, our forwarding agent, faithfully sends 
out letters containing the latest news along with the receipts. 
 
My literary skills rank rather low. That is nothing new if you have 
followed our ministry any length of time. I have to discipline 
myself to read and write. At times I envy those who can so 
effectively communicate with the pen. The closest I have come to 
sweating drops of blood doing mission work is writing a 
newsletter. What motivates me is your interest and faithfulness. 
Thank you for your prayers, interest and patience. 
 
Other means of communication: 
If you have email, let us know so we can send you our “Praises and Petitions to the Lord.” I do that a little 
more often than sending out the newsletter. We now have an Oklahoma telephone number that rings straight to 
our computer here in Ecuador via “Skype.” The connection is normally pretty good providing the internet 
company here is behaving. If we are not home or not online, you can leave a message. There is NO cost to us 
for the phone call. If you are in the Oklahoma City area or have free or unlimited long distance at nights and 
weekends, there will be no cost to you either. The number is (405) 213-1250. Give us a call sometime. 
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After nearly two years of going back and forth with the city, 
making changes to the building and then being told to make 
more changes, we have the final inspection papers 
completed!! The city employees’ tactics are commonly 
done so people will pay under the table to get things done. 
We did not pay them their “tip”, and yet after much delay 
we did get the final approval. If one does choose to live out 
his integrity, things will cost more and take longer. That is 
one of the prices of integrity. 

Page 1          (See “Final Inspection” on page 2) 
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(“Final Inspection” continued from page 1) 
 

There is still a lot of “finishing work” to do. There are lots of walls to plaster “stucco” style. All the floors are 
bare cement. The auditorium will need a suspended ceiling. There is also outside lighting and paving to be 
done. All those things can be done as the people have the dedication and the finances. Even with all this ahead, 
we are jumping for JOY for being done with the red tape. 
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With the Michael Hook family preparing to leave the field to 
return permanently to the States and the Chris Irwin family on 
furlough but planning to return in June just for a short time 
before going to Spain, the churches are faced with taking on 
more responsibility for their growth and direction. It also is a 
challenge for Karleen and me to prepare more effectively the 
leaders and those that some day will need to replace us. It is 
time to start putting into practice what has been taught all these 
years. 
 
We started off the year with a training retreat the first weekend 
in January with more than 30 leaders from the five churches to 
learn to lead the congregations as a living organism as 
compared to only an institution. 

  
Since last August one of the classes I have taught in Intensive Training 
has been on “Church Administration” with an emphasis on “Natural 
Church Development.”  
 
So many Christians treat the church as if it were a business or an 
institution and ignore the living part of the church. Some people look 
for the “right” method or model. Others just want the “experience” part 
of the church, but ignore that the church was created by God with 
absolute truths and teachings (Bible doctrine) as its foundation and 
structure. “Natural Church Development” (NCD) seeks to work both 
areas together. The basic premise of NCD is that a healthy church 
naturally grows as does a healthy plant or person. You can find more 
information on the web at www.ncdnet.org 
 

The group of men that I taught starting in August led the 
different sessions of the recent retreat. This month we will do a 
Saturday afternoon workshop to finish up the exercises on using 
“biotic principles.”    
 
The next step for the churches, if they should choose to do so, is 
to take an evaluation to find out what the strengths and 
weaknesses are in their spiritual health and make plans to 
address those areas. 
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Learning to Coordinate 

Questionnaire 

NCD Training Retreat 
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January also saw the start of new trimesters in Samanes where Karleen teaches 
the third level group of 11 people, and I lead a new module for Intensive 
Training on “Introduction to Old Testament” with 10 men that have been 
really faithful. Karleen just finished a third level trimester in Orquideas.  This 
month we will be starting a special trimester for all the people in Orquideas on 
the “Fatherhood of God.” 
 
In December I met with the 
ministry coordinators and 
others from the La Fuente 
church to prayerfully put 
together a vision statement for 

the church. We did this 
during three weekly 
meetings. It is always a 
blessing to see how this 
process unifies and 
challenges the people.   
 
We followed up the vision statement meetings with a ministry 
coordinators’ training day in January where we gave them ideas and 
guidelines to develop and lead their ministry groups to fulfill the vision 
statement. This is where the vision statement must be lived out in 
practical and effective ways. 
 

 
To end the month, there 
was a three night 
conference for all the 
LICRE members on 
“Christian Ethics.”  
 
We brought down from 
Quito Dr. Yatenciy 
Bonilla who is a 
professor and vice-
president of a seminary.  

 
The last day of the conference, the attendance topped out at 140. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

La Fuente Coordinators Training Day 

Agapito at Intensive Training 

Dr. Bonilla leading conference Ethics Conference at Las Orquideas 

La Fuente Vision Meeting 
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PRAISES TO THE LORD 
 

For three of our men who have finished the Intensive 
Training plus two courses from Hope International 
University.  

For your continued faithfulness with your prayers and 
support. 

For our continued safety and health. 
 
For the opportunities to teach and lead the different 

churches and leaders here. 
 

PETITIONS TO THE LORD  
 
Our three missionary families will eventually be down 
to one...us. The Hook family is returning to the States 
in April due to special education needs for their 
children. The Irwin family is on furlough and will be 
coming back in June for a short time before going on to 
Spain. Pray for God to send more missionary workers 
or, maybe better yet, for the Ecuadorians to grow and 
assume more responsibility in the leadership of the 
local churches. 
  
We continue to have a good group of 20 to 30 men in 
our Intensive Training Program. Pray that they will 
continue to balance the time demands of family, job, 
ministry and studies. 
  
Please pray for  God to give the growth in spiritual 
maturity through the discipleship groups. There are 
four churches that are using the discipleship programs 
in the three different levels that cover a minimum of six 
years training in Christian Character, Ministry Ability 
and Bible Knowledge. 
  
On a personal level, we ask for prayers for our three-
month-old grandson, Javen (Jonathan and Laura's son) 
who will soon have an MRI and then have a date set for 
spinal surgery due to spina bifida occulta. Also for our 
daughter, Jennifer, and her husband, Andy, (and 
Michael John) as they are raising support to move to 
Krasnodar, Russia as missionaries in July. 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT Nov-06 Dec-06 Jan-07

Opening Balance 23,875.24$ 25,297.63$ 22,102.59$ 
Plus Receipts 6,596.28$   4,523.99$   4,612.68$   

Total Available 30,471.52$ 29,821.62$ 26,715.27$ 
Less Disbursements 5,173.89$   7,719.03$   4,394.65$   

Closing Balance 25,297.63$ 22,102.59$ 22,320.62$ 
Less Reserves for:
   Budget next month 7,071.69$   5,238.44$   5,238.44$   
   Medical Deductible 1,000.00$   1,000.00$   1,000.00$   
   Paving Project at Orquideas 1,271.00$   666.06$      666.06$      

                   
Total 15,954.94$ 15,198.09$ 15,416.12$ 

FIELD ADDRESS: 
 

        Bill & Karleen Crandall 
Message of Life Ministries 

PO Box 522970 
Centro Aereo GYE # 1509 

Miami, FL 33152-2970 
Phone Direct to Ecuador: 

  405-213-1250 
Email:  Bill@bcrandall.org 

 

FORWARDING AGENT:  
 

Message of Life Ministries 
Eugene & La Juana Stipe 

206 Redbud St. 
Yukon, OK 73099 

 
Phone:  405-354-9410 
Eugene@bcrandall.org 

NOTE:  If you would like to receive the PRAISES 
& PETITIONS via email on a more frequent basis 
please send an email to Bill@BCrandall.org.   

CALVARY MISSIONARY PRESS                                                                                                   
A Department of Calvary Missionary Services, Inc. 
PO Box 13532 
Tucson, Arizona 85732-3532 
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